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Foreign  Secretary,   and  Lord  Palmerston   was
pushed into the Home Office.   Aberdeen was
definitely against  war;  Gladstone had  strong
opinions, which were shared by many Englishmen,
about  the ill-treatment   of Christians   in   the-
Ottoman Empire, and he had no friendly feelings
towards the Turks ; the only Minister who was
enthusiastic for war against Russia  was  Lord
Palmerston.   He resigned from the Home Office,
as a protest against the policy of the Government
in not taking drastic action against Russia, but
returned to office - this time as Foreign Secretary
- when England declared war.
England  had  been slow to commit  herself
definitely.   But at the end of 1853 news came
that Russia had destroyed the Turkish fleet at
Sinope, and in England it was believed - erro-
neously - that Russia had launched her attack
wfadf: a state of peace still prevailed with Turiey,
and had thus taken an unfair advantage.   Even
yet Lord Aberdeen hoped that war could be
avoided, and that a combined warning by France,
Prussia, and Austria would stop the Russian
movement    Prussia and Austria, however, re-
fused to take part in a protest, and only France
joined England in informing Russia that Turkey
would be protected by force of arms  against
aggresaon    The Tsar recalled his ambassadors
from England and France, and diplomatic rela-
tions were severed on February am, 1854.
A few weeks earlier, the British and French
*** fcarf steamed into the Black  Sea  as  a